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They would act very differently if the tide of popular
feeling set in another direction. He had previously
again and again insisted that all depended on public
opinion. This had destroyed everything, and this alone
could create a new order out of the ruins of the old.
The paper accordingly terminates with an elaborate
scheme for so forming and directing public opinion
that it may not only not oppose but even demand the
necessary measures.

He would cover the country with secret agents and
spies, who are to prepare and disseminate a vast litera-
ture of broad-sheets, tracts, pamphlets, and books.
Journalists and others who have the ear of the mob
must be bribed. A careful and constant finger must
be kept on the pulse of popular feeling by means of
an elaborate police.

This is a very imperfect account of a paper remark-
able indeed, and for nothing more than for the proof
it affords that the judgment of the most clear-sighted
politician may be warped by a false position and a
predilection for crooked courses. There were, Mirabeau
said, two dangers to be guarded against. The one was
that the Assembly might venture to throw down the
last weak bulwarks of the throne, openly usurp the
executive power, and that it might obtain sufficient
support to maintain this usurpation. The other danger
was that the discontent, lawlessness, and frenzied terror
of the populace might overwhelm all in a resistless
flood of anarchy and violence. Would Mirabeau have
believed it possible to aggravate the propension to
extreme courses, the precipitate folly of the Assembly,
the sufferings and disorders of the nation, *and yet to